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Unholſome Henbanre between two 
Fragrat ROSE $- 1 
| OR, | 
Reaſons and Grounds proving the 
unlawfull and finfull infcrtingofthe corrupt 
and moſt errontougHpocrypha between the two 
I : 


moſt pure and Tacred Teſtaments. 


| Re | 
Together with a moft humble Vote, and ſerious 
deſire tO our moſt Reverend and Reltzious Aſſembly of 
D1y.1xE$,tobcameansto the High and Henoraole ' 


» : Courtof Parliament forthe utter expunging of it 
out of the Holy-Bible. 


COESLST ZN ohg the many rank and high-grown ſtinking weeds | 
Ja A' j F of pickednes and impietie,fit to be eradicated and pluckt 
BY/ 7 \\ af upbyghe roots, and thrown ont of the Garden of Gods ? 
ND AR Ry Church, in theſe fo hopefull Hilcyoz-4Hes of a molt'- 2 
SR holy and happie Reformation ; Thave a long time taken. ? 

I noticc of oze, which Thum;blic conceive to be none of the ' 
leaſt, namely, the heertofore peremptorily commanded, and hitherto zmcons 
zrouled inſerting, and marvellous ll miſplacing the anboly and wholeſome 
Apocryphall-writ ings in our Bibles, and that between the two moſt holy 
and Canonicalt-Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament 3 jult, me thinks, 
like adeal of clinging Clyver,or noyſome Cockle, and Darne!, perking-up 
in the midit of a fair and full-grown field of heat or Corn. Upon Juſt and 
ſerious apprehenfion of the undoubted evill whereot,, T have humbly 
made bold to be(though a mean and moſt unworthy,yet)a faithfulRes, | 
membrancer both to our molt grave and godly, learned and- religions . 
Aſemblie of Divines, in ſpeciall, for the holy and happie reformation ot  } 
tha great evil among us; And alſo to all the reſt of Gods people and” truly” 
faithfulkones in generall, notto permit or tolerate ſuch an uncomely and 
corrupt-peice of patcherie, yea © down=righr _— and therefore pa * 
_ | Paſt 
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the pure and unſpotted, the moſt holy and holeſome Word of God. The 
not-onely I:decencie but apparent Impiery, and therfore undeniable ſin- 
falveſſe and mlawfulnes wherof, I have heer endeavoured ( and , Thope, 
norunfruitfully )to make molt eafily and evidently appear to every 


of evill, much more, from everie apparent evill. 2 Theſſ. 5, 22. And this, I 
ſay, will moſt perſpicuouſly and plainly be manifelted tous,if we wiſely 
confider theſe tew, but molt ferions and weightie confiderations: fol- 
lowing. Firlt, then, as touching the Indecencie and amfirnes thereof, con-> 
 1ider, with me, Tpray; That between the prophelie of the Prophet 17a- 
lachi, which is the end of the 014 Teſtament, and the Goſpel of St. Matther 
which is the beginning of the New Teſtahrent, have too-long and tooen- 
conſiderately, if not irreligioufly been inſerted certain Private-writings, 
called Apocryphas which Imay, me thinks, fitly call an Vaboleſome Hen- 
baneplanted between two moſt odsriferons and fragrant Roſes. It being, indeed, 
a meer humane ſtinkzng-breath, between the to ſveet and moſt ſacred lips 
of the molt holy Od and New-Teſtaments,even in the midit and veryheart, 
as it wereof the bteſſed-Bible, Gods Book, the onely-Book of all Books: Now, 
then, for the better dilucidating and clearing of this great and grofle 
Tndecencie, I ſhall defire the Chriſtian and candid Reader to confider, 
That 44atachi, the Jaſt Prophet (which ftgnifteth Meſſenger,or Angel) did 
prophelic plainly, c: 3 1- and'c:.4,5.that the Lord would ſend to the 
. Tews a Meſſenger, even El; -h, to prepare the way before the Meſſiar,. or 
Mcfenger of the new Covenant, viz: Chriſt. And theſe ſpeeches of Malachi, 
or laſt Ange! of the 9/d-Cotevantare the very face of the New-Teſtament or 
Covenant made for many. Then,immediately,comes (or, indecd,ſhould 
come) the firft Evangeliſt, St. Matthew, and he reports (Matth: 1.20.)the 
Angel trom heaven bringing news of Zeſt; and immediately after, the 
* Meſſenger of the New-Corenart is born, cap: 2,1. And then, cap. 3. F-bn Bye 
ptiſt, tne Repairer of Chriſtsway,is introduced to the manitelting of that 
work. And this Fobn is by the Ec.mgeliſts, yea by our blefied Lord and 
- Saviour Chriſt Feſws himiclt, called and declared to be that Elias, which 
.Chriſt ſaid ſhould come betore him (4atth: 11,14,and 1743,11,12.) And 
he, indced went before Chrift,jin the ſpirit and power of Elia: Luke 1,17. 
And thus, I ſay, all the 4 Evangelifts begin their work of the New Cove- 
wants making the laſt Swect-Breath of the O!d-Teſtament, and the fiſt and 
' moſt ſweet and ſruotrie By cath of the New-Teſtament all ore ſweet Caronicalts 
| Breath inſpired upon us trom heaven. They look not,like bi-fronted Farus 
x9 2 contrarie coaſts or wayes, but, hand in þanz, as it. were they do (or at 
| | lealty 


pable 7mipi etze, in the very midit of, no nor in any part of their Bibles, 


pious and prudent Chrittiar, whois bonnd to Abftain from all appearance 
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leaſt, as Iſaid before, ſhould) j7yr immediately and ſweetly (withoge any 
ſtop or diſturbance) meet and kiſſe each other. And who, now, ſhould dare 
and ve lo bold as to hinder their holy ljps from fo due and decent a meet- 
zng? who,l ſay,ſhonld dare and preſume to dj yn and put aſnnder,at ſuch: 
a foul diltance,Thoſe things which God hath 5 juſtly conj yned together, by ins: 
ſerting ſuch ancanonicall writings, yea ſuch a private & pernicious #wholes. 
ſome and unſavurie a ſtinkang-breath, as Ifhall immedi itely ſhew it to be? 
Befides, the Fews (who molt carefully kept the Canon Law of God, or 
rather God tor them) never received theſe writings for Canonical as the 
Learned well know ; neither were they written in Hebers ſacred-tongue ; A 
ſufficient brand upon them to render them but a ſpurious «ffprinz of meer- 
ly erring men, $ not a legitimate Birth ſprang from Fehovahynor any of his 
Divine Oracles given to Hebers people. Now, all this, I humbly conceive 
doth abundantly ſhew the molt w»yfit and wndecent miſplacing of theſe 
Apoeryphall writings, in the midit, or very hearty as I faid , of Gols Cana 
zicall, nnerring and immaculate Scriptures. And, now; in the next place, 
Lthall, Thope, by Gods affiitance, make it nolefle clear and evident;that 
it isnot onely thus andecent and wcomely, bur, indeed, moſt impious, and 
wlirpfullſoto miſplace them in the midit of Gods Byok z or, indeed, in any 
part thereot ; which way molt cafily appear by theſe ſubſequent enor- 
mous and dangerous cvils in them, viz. Errors, Untruths, Blaſphemy, Af 
gich, and ContradiGions of Canonicall Scriptures. 

| I, Er mrs. 

For proot of this, namely, that the Apocryphali=writings have Errors in 
them; See, 2 Mzccabees,12,43,44, and 45. The words arethele. And ha- 
wing made a gathering through the companie, be ſent to Fernſa'em avout 2000 
Drachmes of ſilver to offer a ſacrifice, d1ing very well and honeſtly that he thought 
of their reſurreGion. For, if he had not hoped that they which were ſlain, fſhou'd 
riſe again, it had been ſuperfluous to pray for the dead. And he perceived that there 
was great f.rvour laid uþ for thoſe that died godly, and therfore it was a holy and 
good thought. So be made a reconciliation for the dead that they might be deliver= 
«d from fn. Sec heera plain and molt notable Popiſh tener of praying for 
the dead, and offering ſacrifice tor the ſins of the deceaſed , maintained 
and juftified by Judas Macca' er, as a very godly and honeſt at in him. 
Again,ſce another groſle errour aſſerted and juſtified by the Author of 
the 17:ccibees, 2 ac: 14, 41, 42, 42, 44, &c- In which place is fet forth 
and expreſſed the high commendation and praiſe of Razz a Jew, for 
murthering himſelf in a molt deſperate,wiltull and butcherly manner. Als * 
{o, E:cleſiaſti:u5,46,20. And, the book of Viſdome, 19,11.The words ILomit 
to quote and cxprelle at length, for brevities ſake. | 4 
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2. Untruths. 


thus. For thy Law 34 burnt, wherfore no man knoweth the things that are done 0 

thee, or the works that ſhall be done inthe world. But if Thave found grace before 
thee, ſend the boly Gbaſt into me, and I ſhall write all that has been dine in the 
wporld ſince the beginming;e&c.Now that that is.a palpable falfity & untruth 
the moſt complete Hiltory of the worlds Creation and preſervation all 
liſts and Revelations, moſt admirably preſerved and kept from burning 
and deſtruQtion, notwithſtanding the frequent, deyaſtations and con- 
Bagrations of Feruſzlemand the Captivitics of the Fews,and perſecutions 
lince of the Chriſtians, as inall former ages, doth moſt abundantly evi- 
dence and declareto the everlaſting glory of God, and comfort of his 

children. So, likewiſe, you mayſge ſuch other untruths, in, 2 Mac. 2, 4, 


1,10, As alſo, 2, 4ac: 1,13: 

£ 3, Blaſphemne. 
For the clearing of this, look into Tobit, 12, 12, & 15, The words are 
theſe. Now therfore when thou didft pray, and Sara thy daughter in law, I did 
bring to memory your prayer F before tbe holy One 5 and when thou diaft bury thy 
dead, I was with thee likewiſe. Tam Raphael,one of the 7 haly Angels which pre» 
ſentthe prayers of the Saints, and which go forth before his holy Majeſtie. Theſe 
2yerſes being compared. with Ko99.8,34. Who g be that condemneth ? I; 53 
Chriſt that died, yearather, that 1s riſen again, who #8 even at the right hand of 
God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us, And, with the 1,Ti m:2,5. For, there 1s 
one God, and-one Mediator between God and men, the Man Chriſt Feſws. And: 
alſo with, Revel: 8,3,4. Aud another Angel came and ſtood at the altar, havin z 
# golden cenſor, and there was given to him much incenſe, that he ſhould offer it, 
with the prayers of all Saints, upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
And the ſmoke of the odours which-came up with the prayers of the Saiuts,aſcended 
%þ before Godont of the A:gels hand.Compare theſe 3 places, Iſay,with that 
of Apocrypbalt-Tobit, and then ſce and ſay whether it be not abomin able 
Blaſphemie to make or mention any other Mediator twixt God and his. 
Saints, than Chriſt-Fſw« alone; as there it is of one Raphael. 

4. Magick , or Inchantment. 

That this is ſoallo, be pleaſed to ſee Tvbit, 6,6,7,8,9. The words are - 
aheſe. Ther the young man ſaid tothe Angel, Brother Azarias, to what uſe 14 the 
| heart, the liver, and the gall of the fifh * And he ſaid mnto him : touching the heart 
n  eNabeliver; If a devil or an evil ſpirit trowble any, we muſt make a ſmoke therof, 


before 


For proof heerof, look into, 2 Eſrar, 14, 21,2, 23. Thewords begin. 


along, in the 5 Books of Moſes, &c. and the books of the Prophets, Evanges 


5,0,7,8. Tobit: 5,11 412,13, Zudith, 8,33: And Fadith, IO, 9, compared with 
10,12. And, 11,6,12,13414,15, Alſa, 1 xc: 9,3,18, compared with 2 Mac: 
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beforethe manor the woman, and the partie ſhall be no more vexed. Az for the gall 
it 1s good to anoint a man that bath whitenes in hus eyes, and he ſþall be healedzes c+ 
Alſo, Tobit, 11, 10, 11, 12, 13. Tobit alſo vent forth toward the door and ſtun 
bled. But bis ſon ranunto him and took hold of bu father, and he ſtrake of the gall 
on bi fathers eyes, ſaying, be of good hope, my father. And when ht eyes began to 
ſmart, he rubbed them, and the whitenes pecled away from the corners of bu eyes. 
Now, if theſe were not plain Spels and unwarrantable wayes of Magick 
and Ischantment, thas to drive away devils and evil ſpirits, and to cure 
diſeaſes, by the help of ſuch a fpirir, as Azarias and Raphael , let all truly 
godly ſay and determine. - 

5. Contradiftions to Canonicall Scriptures. 
For proof heerof,be pleaſed to take notice of that in Judith 9, 2, 3,4 
The words are theſe. O Lord God of my father Simeon, to whom thou gaveſt a 
ſword (Geneſi 3432325.) to take vengeance of the ſtrangers who. had looſned the 
girdle of a Maid to defile her, and diſcovered the thigh to her ſhame, and pollmted 
her virginity to he*reproach ( for thou ſaidſt, it ſhall rot be ſo, and yet they did ſo 
wherfore thou gaveſt their rulers to be ſlain, &xc. Now, comparethis with Ger. 
49,5, 6,7. The words aretheſe. Simeon and Levi are brethren, inſtruments 
of crueltie are intheir habitations ; O my ſoul, come 210t thou into ther ſecret; &c. 
Curſed be their anger, for it was feirce, and thei? wrath , for it was erwell, exc. 
And. then ſec andjudge, whether that of Apocryphall-7udith, wer: not a 
molt falſe and foul contrad:;&jonto this Cmonicall Scripture in Geneſis ; Fir 
dith acculing the Lord God as conſenting to, and allowing of that cruel! 
maurther,committed by $;meon and Levi, on the Shichemites;for the rape 
of Shichem on their filtcr, Dinah. Alſo, Eccleſiaſticus, 46,20. The words 
are theſe. And, afier his death, be prophcſied and ſhewed the King bis end( 1, 
Sam: 29,18,19) and 1ifi up [35 voice from the earth, in prepheſiez &c. Now, 
compare this with 1: 57, 2. He ſhall cnter intapeace, they ſhall reſt in their 
beds, everyone that walketh before bim. And with, Eccleſiaſtes, 12,7. Then ſhall 
the body return to tbe earth.as it wat, andthe ſpirit ſpall return to God that gave it. 
And, now,ſfee it there be not a moſt egregious coutradifion of Gods Ca- 
nonicall Tratthy in that of Apmryphall-Eci/eſiiſticus, falfly bringing in the 
holy Prophet S.zmre/ to rife alive out of his grave, and to propheſie to 
$anl, after his death. So, al{o, in H:ficr Apocryphay 12,5. compared with 
Hefter Canonical, 1,3. And H. ſfter Apocryphail, 15, 9,10. compared with 
Heſter Eanonicall, 5,2. And there you will alſocalily perccive apparent 
opp ;ſitions and clear contrad. ions t. Gods ſucred-Truths not to be admit- 
ted or indured, eſpecially in one and the ſame book and volume. Be- 
{:des, take this one more note by the way (as a black-vr.md and mark of | 
wazyortbines of thus miſplacing the Afocrypha with Q or inthe heart and. 
mid i 


(6) MAT k 
midit of )the'þ»y Bib'e,the moſt ſacred C monicall-ScripturesYeven the low | 
and b4ſeftyle of the Penman of the Apocryph ic, whozat the concluiion of all, 
writes thus, 2,Zaccab: 15, 39. Tf T have done well, and as the Strrie required, 
t the thinz 1 deſired ; But if Thave fpoken ſlenderly, it ts that which T could dp. 
Whereas the 1nditer of the holy Cmmicall- Scriptures, begins,goes on,and 
concludes from Geneſis to the end of the Revelations, with majeſty, gravity, 
and convincing authority; Thus ſaith the Lord; The Word of the Lord is pure and 
wdefiled; And,Curſed is be which addes or diminifpeth from this worazand ſuch F 
like moſt bigh and authoritative expreſſions, I ſay, all along, trom firſt to 
the laſt. | 
Now, then, all theſe molt ſerious and weightie premiſes adviſedly 
and pioully conlidered, Hyw dares any man (eſpecially by his or their az- 
thority, who ever they be) joyn ſuch patcheries, nay rather, ſuch putritied 
and pernicious impietics, with Gods molt pure and boly Canon , the ſacred 
Scriptures? Certainly it is moſt impious, and impudent pertinacie and 
ſaucynes for any man,Ifay,to prefume and dare to joyn and ſer up ſuch 
bumane and rotten-poſts by the Lords molt ftirong, pious, and preciozs Poſts, 
and their Threſho/ds by his Threſholds; which the Lord himſelf complains 
of, and cals and counts defiling abominations. Ezek: 43,7,8.And tor which 
very thing, he cnt off and conſumed in his anger , his people of Tae!, 
both them and their kings ; as therein that Scriptnre is molt evidently 
clear. And yet, even this durit onrJate moſt impions and imperious ty = 
rannizing Takmaſters, the Prelats do in their formerly nncontrolled moſt 
proud and even Pp2lly-domineering dayes; yea, and fo audacioully 
durlt they do it, and proudly command it to be done, as not to iutfer 
any Bibles to be bound up without it, under pain of ſharp reproof and ſe- 
verecenfures and Fines too for it. Yea and to this very day do to m.my 
even very good Chriſtians, and elpeciaJly almoſt all our irreligious 4alig- 


14ants and fottiſh Tzoramnſes both in City and Countrey (I know not out | & 
of what inſenlible and corrupt caſtome) hugge and hold-falt in their #4 
Bibles,theſe ſo impure and polluted Apocry; hal-writings Guſt as they ido- l ffet 
lized formerly their prelaticall Common-Prayer-Eook )almolt with | _ 
equall faith and affeftion tothe molt pure and unſpotted,molt holy and * —_ 
holeſome Cnonicall-Scripiares, which onely are abundantly ſufficient |; y 
and profitable to lite and ſalvation, as being for this very uſe and end Jfeerh 
indited,pend and preſerv'd by the Lords own ſpeciall command,power [/ a: 
and providencein all ages, maugreall the malicious machinations of | m__ 
Shin any or all his infiraments to havedeſtroyed them, Atheiſts, I:= J' 1, 
#4c1r, and Aſl;rian or Babyloniſp heathens. Butgheer,it may peradventure 
beolj.Gcd ceſvecially by or blockith Ada/ignams and filly _. mp O, 
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but, Sir, are there not very many excellent and Divine ſayings and Sen- 
zencesin the books of Apocrypha, as in the book of Yiſdom, and Ecc!:ſo1ſti 
2 fit for men ard women to read, and therfore were it not pity ( ſay 
they)ſuch good things ſhould be ſo ill ſpoken of, and ſo harſhly and 
wholly rejefted,andquite put out of the Bib/e? Wheruntol eafily anſwer, 
firſt, But are ther not tar more cxcellent, purely-holy and Divine Sayzmgs 
and Sentences in molt parts of the ſacred Scriptares,eſpecially in thoſe pre- 
Icious pearley-Bracelets and golden-chains of ſacred Sentencesin the books of 
Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, the ſacred and ſugred Book of Pſulms,and, as I ſaid, 


 tgenerally all over the wh'le Bible, which may, nay ought to be more ho- 


lily and holeſomely read and ruminated on, than any or all thoſe in the 
p polluted Apocryphaz. Secondly, Tanſwer, If the meer morall goodnes of 
{thoſe Apocryphal-wrirings (and that's the moſt and left you can make of 
them) be the mazz and oz:y ground of retaining them in your Bibles (as {0 
t ſcems it is) then, Iſfay, for the very ſame reaſon, and on the very ſame 
ground, you. may as juſtly, yea and as proftably place in the midſt of 
your Bibles, the excelleiit Sayings and Sentences, collefed in a book cal- 
cd The Lives and Anſwers of the Philoſophers, wherin is contained as many, 
Jand as cxcellenty wiſe, and morally Divine & :yings and Sentences of thoſe 
Philoſophers, as any that are in the books of Yiſdom and Eccleſtaſticur;But, 
ſay, neither theſe nor theſe, nor any other mens ſayings, who ever they 
were, being but mreer-mens, ought (as I humbly conceive Jby any means 
t0 be conjoyned and ſet cheek by owl (as the proverb isJelpecia]ly,not to 
be tolerated in the very heart and midſt of the ſacred Scriptures, what ever 
ſpecious pretences or fair glofſcs may be urged for it. For, that which, 
iefttimes, ſeems good and very goody tothe eyes and heart of man,is a molt 
s paipable and cxecrable a'omination to the Lyrd. 
Fx The Vote uton the Premiſes. 
F O, thcrfo-e, tY at among the many moſt excellent and eminent wii k' of Ke/or mat ion, 
gin rae Cyr; b of God now Jately ihozght por, ard, in much meaſure, fairly ( already 
7 cffeTed (ro the perpetual praiſe and 4lorie of our good God, the jult honour of bis pious 
{ Inſtruments Bo:h Ho: ſes of 221] an. cat, andihe moſt leaned, Reverend on4 ieligiors 
* 1ſembly cf D vines, ani! tothe ir effable ſogl i be. ritg joy and con:fort of all tiuc Frig/ ſl.» 
» be.rtcd Sunts and Se w4zrts of the Lord, whe have (rog:zther with mine rworihy-(ilf, 
| the meant of them al) !ong rime lon2ed for, and fromthe root of their hear rs de fired ro 
fee thoſe holy happie Halcyon dais of K vg 7eſees, firting ſolely upon bis 1hrone of pow: vm 
full ard pure Ord-nances) O, therterc, I ſay, that it might piecſe the Lord to put into 
3 thc hearts of our moft grave and godly Aſſembly (ro whom, Þ hunbly conceive it moſt 
2 7roperly, vow, appertams) (eriouſly to fee unto (if, alreadicy they have nie) 2 moſt caalF 
an crave Tej9: m1 0 both of the particular great and grofic witio/tics; and alſo the 
o mera” fonrl ubutes offered rothe who'e KR'agdaraiin and abourthis ſacred Pork of God, the 
Buble; bo: a5 touching the conſtant d(fect of ex2G carr (tion of the Grihogrophic of it 
from ie 2Y77'e5-Preijes, wherbdy we ſew/t is in very many places, /euly corru p68 308 
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 falfly wiſtaken;-as al'o the conftant and generall printine ofour Pjbles in-very courſe and 
. extreme*thin and bad /z 4-»g-paper, anda dull and blunt lctrer, yer ſerting a high and in. 
haunced price upon then; a moſt fon] ſhame ro them, and' an intolerable abuſe ro the 
wholesK #gdom, that ſuch a meſt preciouſly «ful, and daily vexd:ble Book ſhould. be fo ill 
uſed;Alforhe adding umo (bertefore by conſtra nt,& on pain of H gh-Commſion punalticy 
0% -4Y of their B4bles, through the horrible ' pride, tyranny and Popiſh-ſuperſti- 
on ofthe Bſhops, and by the baſe aymes and ends of ſome Loaydoy-Stationers and others, 
who for filthy lucce, gor Patents for) the adding unto (1 ſay) ard binding with our Z;b/cs 
divers humane patches and peices of mens inyentions; to be, as ir were of veceſit y { by 
reaſon of rhcir Parents )bound with every B ble, making them, therby, to ſwell out tro a 
bigger blk, and ſo the more unconveniently portable, principally to raiſe rhe prices of. 
Bibles, and to vent every mans zventions, it, | ſay, they coule bur procure the B ſoops Pa- 
pall authority therunto,as namely, the ſuperſtirious and idolized Bouk of Common-Prayers, 
the Genea'opes, the Concordance, the Dottrine of the Bible, the Hiftor.e of the Bible, and 
ſuch like, Some wherof, though 1 acknowledge ro be x/z/,4 in themſglves for honeſt, 
ignorant,and plain pcople: yernot fir (ag under correQtion [ conceive ).tp be ſet check by 
Jow!l, with the pure and immaculate #ord of God, Bur, moſt <ſpccially, 1 ſay, my kunt: 
ſutt and hear te deſire is and ſhall be, thar our moſt Reverend and Relighns 4{erb're of 
Divincs would be piovſly pleaſed to be a means to our preſent Parliamftythat by their 
ſupreme Authoricy the moſt vile and vitious Apocryphat writings (ſo crronious and enor- 
mous, as hath been fore-mentioned) may be utterly cxpunced and expelled out of all Bj 
bles whatſt ever, hecrafter to be printed and bound vp for publick and privace uſe; and 
this, under ſuch paz or pexdltte as their grave and godly wiſdom thall ice fir. Thar fo, 
Gods holy ord alone may behad and uſed in irs own gernine orbe and nat. ve purity with- 
out any humane coagulated mixtures or iraproper add,gliny Fin any part of them : Thar 
thus, both thoſe arch cxemics of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Frhean' Feſwites and Papiſts may 
looſe a mightie advaztage, which they,ar leaſt, ſcenitÞgaghpperended ro have azz0ng ws, 
and againſt us, and Gods Truth, eſpecially, by thoſe vigots-writings Jo equalized (as ir 
weteby many of us) with Sacred Scriptures, and by which they moſt bu/dly (though moſt 
falſly) uſed to boulſter up (upon mine own knowledge, | ſpeak ir) and ro wrang!/c-0ur.ma- 
ny of their blaſphemous and damnable opinions, againſt the moſt pure, immaculate and 
invincibleTruths of Gods Word: And, alſo, that by this means, all Malignants and igno- 
rany poor and blind formal! Proteſtants (whom the ſpecious and glitterring tales and fa- 
'bles, and, for ought we yet know to the contrary, untrye Stories, of Suſanna, Zud th, Bel 
and the Dragon, and ſuch like, do fo pleaſe and affeR, as hath been fore-/) pecified ) may 
be made bertcr, yea, only, acquainted with the pure, and uncefiled, and moſt auibentich 
irordef God, the [acred Scriptures, which are able, of /hemſulves alone, ro conform and 
cn firm ſuls to Chriſt, and tomake imple-ones wile ro [:lvation. Plal: 19,7,8. And this, 
[ fa;;. hath been the longing and thirſt'e deſire, and (ill it be throughly effefed) is and 
ſhall be thermoſt fer vent and zealous prayer of one of the meancit and moſt uywortbis Scr- 
wants of his moſt dear: and preciozs Lord and Maſier Chrift Jeſus, 
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